The essential oil from the leaves of Phyllanthus salviaefolius H. B. K. (Euphorbiaceae) collected in February 2007 at Mucurubá (Mérida State) was analyzed by GC/MS. The yield of oil extracted by hydrodistillation was 0.005%. Sixteen components were identified, which represent 94.6% of the oil. Phytol (21.5%), β-citronellol (17.7%), trans-geraniol (13.5%), cis-3-hexenol (12.6%) and 1-hexanol (11.3%) were the most abundant components.
The genus Phyllanthus (Euphorbiaceae) includes about 700 tropical species, 200 of which are neotropical. In Venezuela, 76 species are known, which are broadly distributed all over the country [1] . Previous studies of Phyllanthus species revealed the presence of flavonoids [2] , alkaloids [3] , coumarins [4] , lignans [5] , terpenes [6] and/or steroids [7] , which support most of the uses in popular medicine, such as antinociceptive, anti-inflammatory, antiviral, antispasmodic, antiallergic and for the treatment of genitourinary disorders. These plants have a therapeutic potential as a source of new drugs [8] [9] [10] . Infusions of the leaves, stems and roots of several plants of this genus have been used in Brazil and other countries as traditional remedies for the treatment of kidney and bladder calculi, diabetes, dysentery and other infections of the intestines [7, 11] . Some investigations have reported that Phyllanthus spp. have antiviral activity against hepatitis B virus (HBV), as well as herpes simplex virus type 1 (HSV-1), and human inmunodeficiency virus (HIV) [12] [13] [14] [15] . The plants have also been reported to possess antifungal, antibacterial, and anti-oxidant activity [16] [17] [18] .
P. salviaefolius H. B. K. has been found in the States of Táchira, Mérida and Trujillo between 2.800 -3.800 m [19] . It has been reported in Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador and Peru [20] . Since no reports 7%) , trans-geraniol (13.5%), cis-3-hexenol (12.6%) and 1-hexanol (11.3%) were also abundant. The chemical constituents of this oil are present in the essential oils of the leaves of other species, like Ficus exasperata and Jasminum grandiflorum and are also present in the oil of the flowers of Delphinium formosum, the last of which has been reported to have antimicrobial activity [21] [22] [23] .
Citronellol is a monoterpene alcohol present in the essential oils of various aromatic plant species; it has antifungal activity and shows an anticonvulsant effect on rodents [24, 25] . According to the consulted literature, this is the first time that the chemical composition of the essential oil of this plant has been reported. 
Experimental

Isolation of the volatile oil: Fresh leaves (2000 g)
were cut into small pieces and the volatile fraction was isolated by hydrodistillation for 3 h using a Clevenger-type apparatus. The yield of oil was 0.1 mL.
Gas chromatography: GC analyses were performed using a Perkin-Elmer Autosystem gas chromatograph equipped with a FID detector and data-handling system. A 5% phenylmethylpolysiloxane fused-silica capillary column was used (30 m x 0.25 mm i.d., film thickness 0.25 μm; HP-5, Hewlett-Packard, CA, USA). The oven temperature was programmed from 60ºC to 260ºC at 4ºC/min. The injector and detector temperatures were 200ºC and 280ºC, respectively. The carrier gas was helium at 0.8 mL/min. The sample (1.0 μL) was injected using a split ratio of 10:1. Retention indices were calculated with reference to C 8 -C 24 n-alkanes. The percentage composition of the oil was calculated by the normalization method from the GC peak areas [26] .
Gas chromatography -mass spectrometry: GC-MS analyses were carried out on a Model 5973 Hewlett-Packard GC-MS system fitted with a HP-5MS fused silica column (30 m x 0.25 mm i.d., film thickness 0.25 μm, Hewlett-Packard). The oven temperature program was the same as that used for the HP-5 column for GC analysis; the transfer line temperature was programmed from 150ºC to 280ºC; source temperature, 230ºC; quadrupole temperature, 150ºC; carrier gas, helium, adjusted to a linear velocity of 34 cm/sec; ionization energy, 70 eV; scan range, 40:500 amu; 3.9 scans/sec. Sample (1.0 μL) was injected using a Hewlett-Packard ALS injector with a split ratio of 50:1. The identity of the oil components was established from their GC retention indices, by comparison of their MS with those of standard compounds available in the laboratory, and by a library search (Nist, 05) [27] [28] [29] .
